
Lecture
The Quest for Jesus and the Rise  
of Democracy
The Quest for the Historical Jesus did not emerge in the 19th 
century because someone wondered what Jesus must have 
been like as a real person. It originated as part of a movement 
to open up civil society, freeing it from the power of religious 
authorities, a power closely tied to the power of monarchs. In 
this first session Joe Bessler will draw from his new book, A Scan-
dalous Jesus, and show how the search for a Historical Jesus was 
critical to the rise of democratic ideas and institutions.

    Friday Evening, 7:30–9 P.M.

Workshops
Does America Need a Secular Religion? 
     Saturday, 9:30–10:15 A.M.

The Secular Religion of Jesus
     Saturday, 10:15 A.M.–Noon

Question and Answer Session 
     Saturday, 1:30–2:45 P.M.

The Future of Christian Faith
     Saturday, 2:45–4:00 P.M. 

Fort Worth, Texas

The Historical Jesus in a  
[Post-] Modern World

September 20–21, 2013 

J E S U S  S E M I N A R  O N  T H E  R O A D

R E G I S T R AT I O N  F E E S
All Sessions
Pre-registration (by Sep 6, 2013)	 $60
Registration (after Sep 6, 2013)	 $75 
Additional Family Member	 $50 

Single Sessions
Friday Evening Lecture	 $20
Saturday Morning Workshop	 $30
Saturday Afternoon Workshop	 $30

Westar Institute
Willamette University
900 State Street 
Salem, OR 97301 
(503) 375-5323 • (503) 375-5324 fax 
events@westarinstitute.org

Contact or

Bronson Davis
817-235-6335
Bronsonclarkdavis@gmail.com

Joe Bessler & Stephen J. Patterson

Bass Conference Center
Brite Divinity School

TCU Campus
2925 Princeton Street
Fort Worth, TX 76129

All events at:

Joe Bessler (Ph.D., University of Chicago) 
is Robert Travis Peake Associate Professor 
of Theology at Phillips Theological Semi-
nary in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He is the author 
of A Scandalous Jesus (2013) and co-editor 
of a forthcoming book on Law and Reli-
gious Ethics.

Stephen J. Patterson (Ph.D., Claremont 
Graduate School) is Geo. H. Atkinson 
Professor of Religious and Ethical Studies 
at Willamette University. He is the author of 
several books, including Beyond the Passion: 
Rethinking the Death and Life of Jesus (2004) 
and The Gospel of Thomas and Jesus (1993).

Sponsors:
First United Methodist Church of  Fort Worth
University Christian Church
Brite Divinity School



Name*______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City______________________________ State_____________________

ZIP________________ Day Phone_______________________________

*Please also provide the names of additional persons for name tags.

Name 1.____________________________________________________

Name 2.____________________________________________________

Please register me for: 

ALL SESSIONS		  Total Persons	 Total Price

Individual Rate	 $75	 ____________	 __________

Pre-registration by Sep 6, 2013.	 $60	 ____________	 __________

Additional Family Members	 $50	 ____________	 __________

SINGLE SESSIONS

Friday Evening Lecture	 $20	 ____________	 __________

Saturday Morning Workshop	 $30	 ____________	 __________

Saturday Afternoon Workshop	 $30	 ____________	 __________

	 Total Enclosed  __________

Please bill my:

	  Visa      M/C      Discover      AmEx      

 

Card Number _____________________________________    Expiration Date ___________________

Security Code _________________________    Signature_____________________________________ 

 Fort Worth, TexasI would like to register for:

Visit us online for details.

or fill out and mail the form below.

Register on-line at westarinstitute.org

Jesus Seminar on the Road Registration Form

W E S TA R  I N S T I T U T E

Westar Institute • Willamette University, 900 State Street, Salem, OR 97301
For information: (503) 375-5323 • (503) 375-5324 fax • events@westarinstitute.org 

September 20–21, 2013 

(Last three digits from the signature line on back of credit card) 

Check or money order enclosed, payable to  
Westar Institute (U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank only)


