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Celebrate the Good News at UCC this Easter!

The Vision of University Christian Church

Living the Good News of Jesus Christ with open minds and loving hearts

Easter Sunday Worship
• 6:45 a.m. Sunrise Service in the Memorial Garden
Michael Yandell preaching, Flashbacks
A vocal trio and flutists will provide special music for the service.

• 9 and 11 a.m. Traditional Worship
Larry Thomas preaching, Good News—He Lives!
Special festive music provided by brass, choir, handbells and organ.

Easter Potluck Brunch in Room 207 at 10 a.m. An Easter morning celebration 
with friends old and new as we celebrate the Good News. Bring your favorite food 
and share in food and fellowship. Beverages provided. All ages welcome! 
Email jessica@ucftw.com for more information.

No Sunday school classes will meet on Easter morning. 

Preschool childcare is available 8:45 a.m.-12 p.m.

Stay Connected!
Worship 

Sundays, 9 & 11 a.m. 

 Live broadcast of 11 a.m. service 

on KTCU FM 88.7 

or on our website

 at www.universitychristian.org
 

Thursday, April 2
As a community, we have been preparing 
the ground and sowing the seeds of the 
Fruits of the Spirit as we anticipate the 
Good News of the Resurrection. As we 
prepare for Easter Sunday, we hope 
you and your family will join us for all, 
or one, of the many opportunities to 
encounter the Divine on Holy Thursday.

We invite you to spend time in silence, 
prayer and meditation, as you walk the 
sacred path of the Labyrinth. The space 
will be available 5-6:30 p.m. in Walker 
Fellowship Hall.

Maundy Thursday commemorates 
the Last Supper, when Jesus shared 
the Passover meal with his disciples 
on the night before he was crucified. 
It is only appropriate to remember 
this day with the breaking of bread 

and drinking of cup. All are invited to 
receive Communion by Candlelight 
any time between 6:30-7 p.m. in Walker 
Fellowship Hall. Space for prayer and 
meditation will be available. 

In observance of Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday, we invite you to 
participate in our Holy Week Worship: 
A Service of Darkness Thursday at 7 
p.m. The Chancel Choir incorporates 
the Passion Cantata, Lenten Canticles by 
John Leavitt. 

Friday and Saturday, April 3 and 4
Help us fill the time between noon on 
Good Friday and midnight on Saturday 
with continuous prayer. Commit one 
hour to pray, wherever you are, over 
the weekend. You can sign up for 2015 
Lenten Prayer Vigil for UCC at http://
vols.pt/zf4sU9. 

Holy Week Observance
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From Another Perspective
by Rev. Larry Thomas, Senior Minister
In last month’s Journal 
article I invited 
conversation around 
the theme of the 
place of preaching in 
present and future 

worship. I was cautioned against 
publishing the article by some who 
saw it in advance out of concern that 
it might generate more conversation 
than I would have time to engage. One 
person also suggested that it would 
likely invite helpful criticism about 
preaching in general and my preaching 
in particular, but would likely produce 
some very unhelpful, irreconcilable and 
implacable criticism. 

I am happy to say that for the most 
part, those concerns have not come 
to fruition. At the same time, I am a 
little disappointed with the number of 
responses to the article. Even so, I have 
something to share with you on the 
other side of the experiment.

First, the majority of people who 
responded believed that preaching is 
essential to worship. Preaching, along 
with music and fellowship seem to be 
a draw for the majority of those who 
responded. This is consistent with many 
of the post-Sunday emails and Facebook 
messages that I field each week.

A respondent was a strong proponent 
of preaching, and did not seem to have 
too many issues with mine, save my 
introduction. Others have wondered 
why it is I repeat what was mentioned 
earlier in the service at the beginning 
of my message, primarily a welcome to 
guests and those listening to the service 
on KTCU, and an invitation to complete 

the attendance and prayer request card, 
if they have not already done so. This 
question is deserving of a response.

Let me begin with the obvious; the 
perspective of the Nave from the 
Chancel is very different from that of the 
Nave from the Nave. If you were able to 
see what can be seen from the Chancel, 
which is most of the Nave (Sanctuary) 
with the exception of the upper or side 
balconies, then you would know that a 
significant number of people, including 
first time guests, enter the Sanctuary 
after the opening greeting, at the time an 
invitation to register one’s attendance is 
given. The staff and I have estimated 
that on some Sundays, as many as sixty 
to seventy people will enter after the 
greeting and within the first fifteen to 
twenty minutes of the service. Likewise, 
I can attest, from my position in the 
Narthex at the beginning of the service, 
that on most Sundays, as many as twenty 
or more people may filter in during or 
shortly after the greeting, thus missing 
our opening gesture of hospitality.

This creates a bit of a conundrum for 
those of us who are responsible for 
worship planning, pastoral care, and the 
growth of the congregation. We juggle a 
number of variables when approaching 
our Sunday morning experience, 
including fixed expectations regarding 
liturgy, gathering critical pastoral care 
information and putting our best foot 
forward where hospitality is concerned.  
I have been approaching all the concerns 
in a way that I thought worked best for 
the majority of our constituents; the 
note I received questioning this has led 
me to reconsider.

Perhaps you have noticed, over the 
last few weeks, that I have been 
immediately launching into my 
message and saving repeated greetings 
and invitations to complete attendance 
cards until the end of the service, just 
prior to the benediction. I will continue 
along these lines for the time being to 
see how it feels and what others think.  
My primary concern is that I know for 
a fact that those listening on KTCU very 
much appreciate the Senior Minister 
extending them a greeting from the 
pulpit and I worry that they may now 
feel overlooked. Additionally, I am 
concerned that some people miss the 
initial invitation and might leave before 
the second invitation to complete the 
attendance tab, thereby negating our 
efforts to be both hospitable and pastoral. 
We will be attentive to these concerns 
as the weeks unfold and will make 
adjustments, should they be necessary.

One final thought: At the time of 
my writing this article, there were a 
couple of people who wanted to get 
together with me to discuss the nature 
of preaching in the Church in general 
and at UCC in particular. In all fairness 
to them, the deadline for this article 
rolled around prior to our meeting. So, 
it would be safe to say that I may have 
more to share in the future. For now, I 
thank those who did take the time to 
offer thoughtful, even critical feedback, 
and am grateful as well to those who 
have invited additional conversation.  
Frankly speaking, I remain convinced 
that preaching is essential to worship 
and to Christian formation. I look 
forward to sharing this perspective with 
as many of you as are interested.  

UCC Mission Statement
University Christian Church is dedicated to proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ 

through deeply spiritual worship, study and service. 
Founded on the campus of Texas Christian University and shaped by our academic heritage, 

University Christian Church encourages a spirit of openness and freedom of thought. 
We are called to create a loving and caring community for all people, and work together for justice and peace in our world. 

Recognizing that our spiritual journeys are all different, 
we strive to be respectful and inclusive concerning each individual’s relationship with God.
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Earth Stewardship Sunday, April 19

Earth Stewardship Sunday is celebrated 
every year within faith communities 
across the country on a Sunday near 
Earth Day, April 22. UCC’s Caring for 
God’s Creation Committee invites you 
to be part of this important day.

The theme will be part of worship as we 
focus on God’s good gift of the earth. 
Coffee fellowship following worship 
will feature healthy fresh snacks. Caring 
for God’s Creation will provide a special 
display about their ministry at UCC and 
will include educational materials on 
the benefits of pollinators: butterflies, 
bees, moths, hummingbirds and more. 
These creatures are not only part of 

God’s beauty but also are necessary in 
the production of many of our foods. 
The work of pollinators ensures full 
harvests of crops and contributes to 
healthy plants everywhere.
 
As we look forward to creating a 
Monarch Waystation at our Growing Up 
Green Community Garden, the children 
at the Weekday School will learn the 
importance of creating and sustaining 
healthy environments for these pollinators. 
UCC members can share in caring for these 
special creatures in their own gardens.
 
On April 19 we will also celebrate new 
life with the baptisms of our youth and 
a special butterfly release following 
worship and baptism photos. 

In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 

in cocoons, a hidden promise, 
butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter 
there’s a spring that waits to be, 

unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.  

                  -Natalie Sleeth

The Assurance of Things Hoped For
All are invited to 
hear Rev. Dr. Joan 
Brown Campbell 
on Sunday, May 
3, at 12:30 p.m. in 
Walker Fellowship 
Hall. Dr. Campbell 
is a highly sought-
after lecturer and 

the author of Living into Hope: A Call to 
Spiritual Action for a Time Such as This and 
Prayers from Chautauqua. Dr. Campbell’s 
words will inspire and challenge us to 
live life fully and courageously into 
the hope to which God calls us. Make 
your $10 box lunch reservations and 
childcare (infant through elementary) 
reservations online by April 29.

A leader in the ecumenical interfaith 
movement, Dr. Campbell is the former 
director of the U.S. office of the World 
Council of Churches and former 
general secretary of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the USA. From 2000 to 2013 she was 

director of the Department of Religion 
and chaplain of the Chautauqua 
Institution. Dr. Campbell currently 
serves as chair of the Board of Trustees 
of the Charter for Compassion and 
the Global Compassion Council. Fort 
Worth recently joined the Charter for 
Compassion in its commitment to build 
a worldwide network of Compassionate 
Communities.  

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, speaking 
about Joan Campbell, referred to her as 
“a woman of courage and compassion.” 
Joan Chittister says Joan Brown 
Campbell has the kind of soul that 
“broadens the spirit of those to whom 
she ministers. Literally thousands have 
had their hearts expanded, their souls 
deepened, their very outlook on life 
become softer and fuller because of her.”

Dr. Campbell is an ordained minister 
with standing in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) and the American 
Baptist Church.

Life of the Church
Weddings

Natalie Dick & John Ledyard, March 7
Kelly Kyle & Gerardo Cumpiano, March 7

Lindsey Reynolds & Levi Breckenridge 
Johnson, March 20

Megan Corbin & Derek Hinners, March 21
Megan Murphy & Jon Peinado, March 28
Deenie Redding & Sam Kurtz, March 28

Births
Elouise Clar Costas, February 15

Parents–Dana and Robert Costas
Grandparents–Mary and John Costas

Colin McIntyre Wheatley
Parents–Heather and Scott Wheatley

Grandparents–Dixie and 
Buddy McIntyre

Great grandmother–Jean Clayborne

Deaths
Rosemary Peebles, February 7

 wife of Jim Peebles

Christine Claughton, February 11 
mother of Imma Jeane Alexander, 
grandmother of Elizabeth Cumbie,

 great grandmother of Mason Cumbie

Judy Macy, February 11 
mother of Shary Harman, 

grandmother of Gabby, Harrison and 
Elizabeth Harman and Caroline Shivers

Diana Palmer, February 15
daughter of Joe and Sallie Tarride

Charles Franklin O’Banion, February 22
father of Brit O’Banion

Terry Bert, February 23
 brother of Sharon Wheeless

Vera Rowell, February 26
 wife of Cy Rowell

mother of David and Steven Rowell

JoAnn Salter, February 28
sister of Gene Brice

Florence Dutton, March 7
mother of Dee Dutton

Ken Raessler, March 8
husband of Joyce Raessler

Rollin Roberts, March 12
father of Ken Roberts

Maralee Lochner, March 14
aunt of Laura West

Ray Elliott, March 14
 father of Kathy Johnson

Robert Stripling, March 16
son of Anabel Stripling
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Roundtable Invitation
By Paul Hartman

The Roundtable Class invites UCC 
members and guests to join in a series 
of discussions of social justice issues on 
three successive Sundays, April 12, 19 
and 26. The programs all will take place 
during the 10 a.m. Sunday school hour 
in Room 206.  

Homeless in Fort Worth is the topic for 
April 12.  A panel including two leaders 
of important agencies serving the 
homeless in Fort Worth will lead the 
discussion. Toby Owen came to Fort 

Worth to attend graduate school, and 
remained to serve at the All Church 
Home for Children for fourteen years. 
He began his tenure as Executive 
Director of the Presbyterian Night 
Shelter in 2009.

Bruce Frankel, who will join Mr. Owen 
on the panel, is familiar to many UCC 
volunteers in Room in the Inn through 
his role as Executive Director of the 
Day Resource Center. He assumed 
those responsibilities in 2006 after 
previous assignments with other 
social services agencies.  

On April 19, O. Homer Erekson, the 
John V. Roach Dean at the Neeley School 

of Business, will address The Widening 
Divide:  Income Inequality in America.  Dr. 
Erekson is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of 
TCU and earned the Ph.D. in economics 
at the University of North Carolina.  His 
areas of specialization include public and 
corporate policy and business ethics.

The final Sunday in the series, April 26, 
features a discussion of Immigration:  
the Moral Issues of Public Policy. The 
Reverend Xergio Ly Chacin, Director 
of Immigration Services at Catholic 
Charities in Fort Worth, will open the 
discussion.  A native of Venezuela, the 
Reverend Mr. Chacin joined Catholic 
Charities in 2005.  He also has served as 
pastor of a Latino Baptist church here.   

Join us on 
Sunday, May 
31, at 12:15 
p.m. in Walker 
Fellowship Hall, 
as we support the 

July Mission Pilgrimage to Nicaragua 
and enjoy Nicaragua’s classic cuisine—
Arroz y Frijoles—rice and beans! 

The Arroz y Frijoles Cook Off is a 
competition and a fellowship meal 
challenging representatives from UCC 
groups to participate. Sunday school 

classes, men’s groups, the Chancel 
Choir, youth groups, singles groups, 
women’s groups, any group or inspired 
individual is encouraged to participate. 
Contact Lynn Cross at 817.926.6631 by 
May 15 to register for the competition.

Attend the dinner, try the different 
recipes and vote for your favorite Rice 
and Beans entry. Prizes will be awarded. 
Fried plantains and salads will be 
prepared by UCC’s Mission Pilgrimage 
Committee to accompany the main 
course. Meal cost: $10 per adult, $3 for 

children. All proceeds benefit the UCC 
Mission to Nicaragua.

Hand-crafted bracelets made by our 
friends in Nicaragua and Nicaraguan 
coffee will be available for purchase. 
There will be a silent auction for donated 
items. You’ll have a chance to view 
slides of previous Nicaragua Mission 
Pilgrimages. Come, have a meal, enjoy 
the fun, and support our brothers and 
sisters in Nicaragua. 

Dios le bendiga!

Second Annual Rice and Beans—Arroz y Frijoles Cook Off

Global Ministries Lunch
Gary Luallin, 
Global Ministries 
missionary in 
Ghana, will be with 
us on Sunday, April 
19.  Plan to join us 
for lunch at 12:15 

p.m. in Room 207 to learn about Gary’s 
work in Ghana with the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church. 

Gary is a professor at the Peki Seminary, 
a part of the Evangelical Presbyterian 
University College in Ho. He teaches 

Old and New Testament to their 
ministers, both licensed and ordained.  

Our own Kristine Tisinger is also a 
missionary in Ghana. Please contact 
Lynn Cross to make reservations for the 
lunch. All are welcome!

UCC Journal
Carol Ann Fewell, Editor • Michelle Groom, Circulation

The UCC Journal (USPS 019-016) is published monthly for $15 per year by University Christian Church, 2720 South University Drive, 
Fort Worth, Texas 76109-1197. Periodicals Postage Paid at Fort Worth, TX, and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to UCC Journal, 2720 S. University Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76109. 
The $15 annual subscription to the UCC Journal is paid through members annual tithes and individually paid subscribers.

Visit us on the web at www.universitychristian.org for more information.
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Women’s Ministries 
engages women 
in meaningful 
e n r i c h m e n t , 
spiritual growth, 
study and worship 
while advocating 

for and reaching out to women in our 
community and around the world. 
Contact Cyndy Twedell, Associate 
Minister, for details.

Friday, June 26–Sunday, June 28
Women’s Regional Assembly 
Will be held at the Y O Ranch Hotel & 
Conference Center in Kerrville, Texas. 
More information to follow!

Women’s Circles
 first Tuesday October through May 
Join us April 7 at 10 a.m.:
Rose Circle, UCC Library

Latte with the Ladies 
Saturday, April 11
Begins at 9 a.m. at 
Avoca (1311 Magnolia 
Ave.-76104)

Women of Valor 
Sunday, April 19
A special event from 6–7:30 p.m. 
featuring a program of the Multicultural 
Alliance.  

Table Talk is the 
newest program of 
the Multicultural 
Alliance, an 

organization whose mission is to build 
inclusive communities. Our group will 
gather for dinner around one table and 
participate in a moderated conversation 
of personal story telling and experience 
sharing centered on our faith. It’s 

an opportunity for you to engage in 
stimulating conversation and deepen 
friendships. Space is limited to twelve 
participants. Please r.s.v.p. today so we 
can plan the meal, which will be offered 
free of charge.  Contact Kristie Gibson 
at 817.504.1318 or kristiegibson@
sbcglobal.net.  

WILD Women Book Club 
Monday, April 20, at 6 
p.m. at Cat City Grill 
and Tuesday, April 
21, at 11:30 a.m. in 
the UCC Library. We 
will discuss the book 
Sheepish: Two Women, 
50 Sheep, and Enough 
Wool to Save the Planet 
by Catherine Friend 

(both will discuss the same book). 

Women’s Ministries

 
April 18
Men’s Day Retreat: Home on the Range
Starts at 8:30 a.m. Hosted by Gregg 
Lehman. Cost-$25. A morning of sport 
shooting clays at Alpine Shooting 
Range, 5482 Shelby Road, Fort Worth. 
Go to lunch afterwards at Babe’s in 
Burleson. (Rescheduled from February due 
to weather.)

 April 16 & May 21 
Third Thursday Lunch
Noon at Cafe Bella

May 17, Fire and Meat
Starts at 7 p.m. Celebrity Chef is Keith 
Hicks. Cost-$25. Our host, John Andrus, 
has kindly offered his backyard for this 
event that the men always enjoy.

Upcoming Men’s Ministry Activities

 
        at University Christian Church

Join us for Friday 
Fellowship, April 10, 
11 a.m., Room 207. Dr. 
Anne J. Bailey is the 
author of eight books on 

the Civil War, four of which deal with 
Texans. She will talk about her books 
and how Texans, both the soldiers and 
the women and children left at home, 
survived four years of war. Dr. Bailey, 

who is from Cleburne, received both 
her Master’s and Ph.D. from T.C.U. 
Potluck lunch following in Room 211. 
Email  danlsmith@mindspring.com for 
reservations.

Friday Fellowship, April 10

One simple thing will make a big 
difference in the life of an at-risk child: 

one-on-one, positive attention from a 
responsible, caring adult.

Are you that caring adult? Join the 
UCC’s Kid’s Hope team of mentors for 
the children of Rosemont Elementary 
School. Contact Cyndy Twedell or Alice 
Phillips if you are interested in making 
a difference in a child’s life!

Kids Hope USA develops these one-on-
one relationships through the creation 

of church-school partnerships that pair 
church members with at-risk kids in 
supportive, mentoring relationships. 
Kids Hope mentors spend just one hour 
per week, reading, talking, playing 
and listening to a child at school. By 
helping the child feel loved and valued, 
they help that child to learn, grow and 
succeed.

You can change a life…and that’s no 
small change.  

Kid’s Hope



Welcome Walton and Judy Williamson. 
Walton is an aerospace engineer and Chair 
of the Engineering Department at Texas 

Christian University. Judy is taking classes 
at Brite Divinity School. She is a minister, 

educator and community volunteer. 
They enjoy traveling and sharing 

adventures with their family.  
 

Mike, Jennifer and Zoe Edwards moved 
to Fort Worth about four years ago from 

Kansas City, where they were members of 
Country Club Christian Church. Mike is 
Senior Director of Regional Development 
at TCU and is working on his doctorate in 

higher education. Jennifer is Communications 
Consultant at Hallmark Cards. Zoe, age four, 

currently attends preschool at Kinderplatz 
and will start kindergarten at Alice Carlson 

this fall. They enjoy TCU football and baseball 
and spending time with friends. 

After attending UCC as visitors for the 
past four years, they are excited to officially 

call it their church home.

Wes and Glynnis Paterson came to Texas 
from Atlanta, Georgia, in 2012 and welcomed 

their first child, John, on Halloween of 
2014. Wes works in Marketing for Alcon 
Laboratories and Glynnis is a Business 

Analyst at Galderma Laboratories. 
They enjoy the friendly and welcoming 

environment at University Christian Church 
and look forward to becoming more 

involved in the community.

The Jacobssons, Michael, Elizabeth and 
their one-year-old daughter, Olivia Rose, 
are happy to be at UCC! In 2011 Michael 
and Elizabeth moved to Fort Worth from 
Austin where they both pursued graduate 
studies at the University of Texas. Michael 
holds a doctorate in chemistry and works in 
Product and Business Development for Sid 
Richardson Carbon & Energy and Elizabeth 
is an attorney for Foundation Management 
Services. In their spare time they enjoy the 

outdoors, the visual and performing arts and 
time together as family. They are proud to call 
Fort Worth home and to have received such a 

warm welcome into the UCC community.

Welcome Leo and Nancy Perdue. Leo is the 
former President and before that Dean of 

Brite Divinity School. Nancy is a designer 
from Shanghai, China, and graduate of 
Construction University in Shanghai. 

She plays the piano and enjoys church and 
Hawaiian music, eating out and going 
to the movies. Leo enjoys reading and 
writing in the field of Old Testament.  

Baek Hee Lee and Stella Kim, originally 
from South Korea, came to the States for 

study. Baek Hee is working on his Ph.D. in 
Hebrew Bible at Brite Divinity School. Stella 

majored in Jazz Vocal at the University of 
North Texas and is now working on her 

Masters in music education at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Baek Hee plays 

lead guitar and Stella sings lead vocals in a 
worship band called The Potters. Stella also 

plays the violin in a chamber orchestra at the 
seminary. They enjoy music and are amazed 
by the quality of music at UCC. Baek Hee 
and Stella say they were warmly welcomed 
and worshipping at UCC has been a joyful 
experience. They look forward to chances to 
share their life and faith in the congregation.  

New Members
6



General Assembly is Coming!
The 2015 General 
Assembly of the 
Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 
is set for July 18-22 
in Columbus, Ohio, 

and planning is well underway. From 
the opening worship on Saturday night 
to the climax on Wednesday night, 
thousands of Disciples will gather to 
worship our God and be challenged to 
fulfill our call to go from our doorsteps 
to the ends of the earth in mission. 
Whether in worship or core lectures, 
the speakers scheduled to appear at the 
General Assembly in Columbus will 
indeed invite your thinking to Soar!

You will want to be at General Assembly 
from opening worship Saturday evening 
through closing worship Wednesday 
evening. The line-up of scheduled 

speakers includes the Rev. Dr. Amy 
Butler, first woman to fill the pulpit at 
NYC’s Riverside Church. In addition, 
the Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Black will join 
us in celebrating our shared ministry 
with the United Church of Christ. The 
Rev. Dr. Teresa (Terri) Hord-Owens 
will bring the perspective of both the 
congregation and academia from her 
dual vocations at University of Chicago 
Divinity School and First Christian of 
Downers Grove. And we will be called 
to Soar! by the Rev. Dr. Adam Hamilton, 
pastor of Church of the Resurrection 
in the Kansas City area and author of 
Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering 
the Power of Scripture Today. 
 
Follow one learning track or do your 
planning “a la carte.” Core lectures 
will occur on Sunday afternoon. A 
new format on Monday, DOC Talks 

will feature further reflection on the 
topics introduced in the core lectures. 
Then Tuesday and Wednesday will 
be multitudes of workshops where 
practitioners learn, network and share 
ideas. The learning tracks scheduled for 
this General Assembly are designed to 
give maximum exposure to new ideas 
and concentrated opportunities to 
network with other Disciples who share 
your interests and passions. 

If you’ve been before, you’ll find a 
bounty of new worship experiences 
and learning tracks. If you’ve never 
been, there is a website with a wealth 
of information, including a page just 
for you. Go to ga.disciples.org to see 
the schedule, workshop offerings and 
register online. 

See you in Columbus!

El Paso Mission Pilgrimage Moments

The 2015 El Paso Mission Pilgrimage 
participants returned home with 
a renewed sense of God’s uniting 
spirit and satisfaction in shared 
accomplishments. In partnership with 
Rippling Hope, the group built and 
painted picnic tables and cleared a play 
area that children will soon enjoy. We 
painted and cleaned up and replaced 
doors and ceiling tiles and painted 
some more at two El Paso churches.  We 
patiently but persistently worked on 
a garage apartment to be used by two 
elderly women. But more importantly 

we built relationships. We opened our 
hearts to build relationships and share 
in a spirit of community with the good 
people of Mt. Hope Lutheran Church 
and Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey, with 
college students from China, Mexico 
and Pakistan, and with Douglas and Ilsa 
and their children, Anita, Allison and 
Douglas, as we heard stories of life along 
the border and shared conversation and 
prayer even as a twelve-foot tall border 
fence divided us. What blessings we 
received in sharing God’s love along the 
border.  

7
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Vacation Bible School, June 23-26
Mark your calendars now so you can be 
a part of UCC VBS G-Force, where God’s 
Love is in Action (ages two to third graders) 
or Mission VBS (fourth and fifth graders).

VBS online open registration for all 
begins on April 1 at ucckids.org. VBS 
only happens with volunteers willing 
to take time, have fun and share God’s 
Love in Action with our children. Want 

to volunteer, but not sure what you 
could do? Please email kera@uccftw.
com. There is a place for all volunteers 
at VBS and we will find a good fit for 
you! Youth volunteers, sign up today to 
serve and let us know where you would 
most like to work.

Camps for Children and Families 
at Disciples Crossing
Registration is now open at 
disciplescrossing.org. You must register 
through the Disciples Crossing website, 
but you will be contacted by UCC at a 
later date to pay tuition for your camp(s). 
Early Bird registration deadline is April 
15. (Camp listing in blue column to left.)

Summer Fun 
(for children two months

 to entering Kindergarten)
9 a.m.–noon

Mondays and Wednesdays
Session I–June 1, 3, 8, 10, 15, 16
Session II–July 6, 8, 13, 14, 20, 22
Details coming in the months ahead.

Summer Children’s Music 

Important Summer Dates for Children’s Ministries
2015 Summer Camps 
for Youth and Children 
at Disciples Crossing 

in Athens, TX

Family Camp 
(families with at least one child 
under 18 and an adult over 21)

Session I: May 22-24 
Session II: August 7-9

 

Grand Camp
(children ages 4-10 w/adult)

Session I: May 29-May 31 
Session II: July 31-August 2

 
Discovery Camp

(second or third grade w/adult)
June 5-7

 JYF Camp I
(fourth or fifth grade) 

Session I: June 29-July 3 
Session II: August 10-14

Chi Rho Camp
(Grades 6-7)

Session I: June 22-27
Session II: July 6-11

 
Eighter’s Camp

(Grade 8): July 5-11
 

Niner’s Camp
(Grade 9): June 15-20

 
CYF Conference

(Grades 10-12): June 15-20
 

Equestrian Camp
(Grades 6-12): July 27-31 

 
Adventure Camp

(Grades 6-12): June 10-13 
 

Young Adult Service Camp
(Ages 19-25): May 21-24 

 
(All grades indicate grade to be completed 

in the 2014-2015 school year)

Get excited about Music Makers Camp! 
This is our third year to offer this 
wonderful camp that will be led again 
by our Children’s Choir Director, Mary 
Farmer, and Elementary Music Teacher, 
Annie Yandell. Music Makers will take 
place in the afternoons directly following 
VBS, June 23-26. Music Makers is offered 
to children entering second-seventh grade 
and is an excellent opportunity to gain 
musical experience, have fun with friends 
and create together. Plan to involve your 
children in this musical experience.

The children will eat a provided 
lunch together at 12 p.m., and then 
engage in all sorts of musical activities 
including music history, basic music 
theory, movement activities, singing, 
learning to play and improvising on our 
percussion and Orff instruments (child 
size xylophones). Participants will also 
experience an “Instrument Petting Zoo” 
and explore orchestral instruments 

and folk instruments. They will listen 
to stories about composers, experience 
harmony, create their own melodies and 
rhythms and gain an appreciation for 
music in the church and in our culture.
  
This year the children will also create 
their own musical that will be centered 
around a specific theme. They will create 
the characters, compose the music and 
choose dances that will be included.  

Each day ends at 3 p.m. The children 
will present their original musical on 
Friday, June 26, at 2:30 p.m. to parents 
and friends. The cost of the camp is $45 
per child and is limited to thirty-five 
participants. 

Unfortunately, most children do 
not get enough musical experience 
in school unless they are involved 
in extracurricular activities such as 
children’s choir, piano lessons or camps 
like Music Makers. Music Makers is a 
wonderful way to involve your children 
in music and the arts this summer. 
Register online at universitychristian.org. 
For details, email marsha@uccftw.com or 
maryelizabethfarmer@yahoo.com.
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Help Make Prom Dreams Come True!
Volunteers and Formal Wear Needed

Prom Dreams, a ministry of University 
Christian Church, provides free 
dresses to girls who need assistance in 
obtaining a dress for a special occasion. 
We accept long and short dresses, shoes 
and accessories to help girls find the 
“perfect” look. Donated items may be 
left at the Reception Desk at any time. 

The Boutique is open March 20-May 2 
on Thursdays, 5-7 p.m., and Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Volunteers are needed 
to help girls “shop” for their dresses 
and accessories. Want to volunteer? 
Email promdreams@uccftw.com. 

Children’s Christian Fellowship (first 
through third grades) and Junior Youth 
Fellowship (fourth and fifth grades) will 
meet April 12, 19 and 26. 

Samantha Copeland, an active member 
of our college ministry and a sophomore 
at TCU, will be leading our CCF/JYF 
group on Sunday nights. Sam brings 
excitement and her skills and knowledge 
from growing up in a Disciples of Christ 
congregation (First Christian Church 
Richardson) and attending Disciples 
Crossing to UCC’s CCF/JYF. 

Join us at 5 p.m. in Room 211 for fun, 
service, learning and fellowship. CCF/
JYF is a great opportunity for kids to 
bring a friend to church. We are also 
invited by the youth to join them for 
the optional $3 snack supper from 6:15-
6:45 p.m.

CCF/JYF in April

Annual Children’s Musical
The Children’s 
Choir Spring 
Musical this year 
is called Life of 
the Party. It was 
written by Tom 
Long and Allen 
Pote and is based 
on the stories 
of Mary and 
Martha from the 
Gospels. 

These stories deal with issues that are 
instantly recognizable today such as 
family conflict, making time for Jesus 
in the midst of hectic lives, and trusting 
God when things get tough.  Any parent 
who has taken a long car ride with 
children in the back seat knows that the 

first issue is universal.  Likewise, anyone 
today who goes to work, attends school, 
or keeps up with the news has wrestled 
with the other two. 

In this simple musical, Tom Long and 
Allen Pote have stayed true to these 
themes with music and words that move 
from lighthearted humor to poignant 
drama.  The result is a work that appeals 
to adults and children alike.

The children have been working hard 
and having lots of fun learning the 
music, memorizing their lines and 
getting ready to share their presentation 
with the congregation. During their 
time of preparation for the performance 
the children will gain new friendships, 
become more confident musically and 

enjoy sharing their message with their 
church family. A long time ago, Jesus 
had a close circle of friends who came 
to believe he was “the Resurrection and 
the Life.” Today, it is still possible to be 
one of those friends.

The musical presentation will take 
place on Sunday, April 26, in Walker 
Fellowship Hall beginning at noon. A 
snack lunch will be provided for the 
audience at 12 p.m. and the musical 
will begin at 12:30 p.m. and will last 
around forty minutes. Life of the Party 
is appropriate entertainment for all 
ages, so bring the whole family. The 
Children’s Choir would love to share 
their hard work with a great crowd.  See 
you there!
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UCC Spring Softball Schedule

The 1’s
Dinner & Softball

Friday, April 10, 6 p.m. 
Fred’s Texas Café

 915 Currie St.

This month we’ll meet 
for dinner at Fred’s off West 7th, and 

then head to 
Gateway Park (751 Beach Street) 
to cheer on UCC’s softball team. 

Game time is 7:45p.m. 

Email jessica@uccftw.com 
for details!

Come cheer on the UCC Softball Team! 
Gateway Park, 751 Beach St., Fort Worth

Friday, April 3, 7:45 p.m
Friday, April 10, 7:45 p.m
Friday, April 17, 6:45 p.m
Friday, April 24, 6:45 p.m
Friday, May 1, 8:45 p.m
 
Questions? Email  jessica@uccftw.com. 

Church Friends 
Ministry Needs You!
Do you have a heart 
for making new church 
friends and enjoy one-

on-one involvement?  This group has 
opportunities for you!  We reach out, 
on behalf of UCC, to members who are 
no longer able to attend church. Sandra 
Soria coordinates our group, matching 
each volunteer with a few members 
to contact. The group meets for lunch 
monthly to share our results and ideas.  
Each of us makes phone calls to show 
our caring and support. If our new 
church friend invites us, we arrange to 
make visits to them at home. Many have 
a long history of involvement at UCC 
and miss the interactions. You can work 

with us to connect with these members, 
offer your friendship, and allow them to 
share their rich life experiences with you. 
Contact Sandra Soria to join our efforts at 
sandra.pontouf.soria@gmail.com.

For Hospital Visitation–
Remember to Notify UCC!
If you or your family member is in the 
hospital and would like to be visited 
by UCC ministers, remember to contact 
the church. Contact Thelia Chaffin at 
817.926.6631 or thelia@uccftw.com. If 
you would like to be included in the 
Pastoral Care email, it will be noted. Or 
you may request that only the ministers 
be informed. Because of the HIPAA 
Privacy Rule, hospitals no longer contact 
the churches with this information.

Pastoral Care

The Marriage Well
Friday, April 24, 6-7 p.m.

Room 207

This month’s topic: 
Sabbath in our Families

Childcare reservation needed by 
Thursday, April 16, 

email susan@uccftw.com.

All are welcome 
to be a part of 
the Newcomers 
Class! Join us 
Sundays, April 

12, 19 and 26, at 10 a.m. in Room 201.The 
Newcomers class is a great introduction 
to UCC. Invite a friend to come to the 
class and experience the welcome of 
University Christian Church. 

The Newcomers Class offers an 
opportunity to get to know others, meet 
Rev. Thomas, learn about UCC and the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
Questions are always welcome.

For more information, contact Michelle 
Groom, Ministry Assistant to Rev. 
Cyndy Twedell, at 817.926.6631 ext. 138, 
or email her at mgroom@uccftw.com. 

Newcomers Class

Calling all interested 
volunteers to assist 
at the Eighth Annual 
Fort Worth Homeless 
Connect. 

This annual event provides ways for 
the homeless to connect with social 
services and supportive help as they 
seek to move off the streets. Hosted by 

First Presbyterian Church, 1000 Penn 
Street, Fort Worth, volunteers serve as 
greeters and guides.  Volunteers are 
needed either all day or 8:30 to 11 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Contact Donna 
Laminack at 817.927.3090 or dlyn22@
hotmail.com. Usually over 300 homeless 
guests attend. 

Project Homeless Connect–April 16
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UCC Quick Financial Summary - Unified Budget February 2015
      
Description               2014 YTD          2015 YTD           Budget YTD            Budget     YTD 
                   Actuals               Actuals    2015                 Annual             Variance
Income      
Pledges     $447,878  $447,843  $433,706  $2,062,615  $14,137               
Non Pledge Contributions  $22,109   $26,661   $27,885   $274,468  ($1,224)  
Offering    $4,815   $3,851   $4,731   $37,202   ($880)
Misc. Unrestricted Income  $9,849   $35,582   $43,642   $421,656  ($8,060) 
         
WDS Income (Net)   $25,389   $38,009   $47,289   $101,947  ($9,279)            
Endowment Income   $0   $0   $0   $305,518  $0  
     
Participant/Restricted 
Income & Reserve Use   $47,368   $140,548  $146,002  $620,988  ($5,453)     
Total Income    $557,407  $692,495  $703,254  $3,824,394  ($10,759)
     
Total Personnel Expense  $326,018  $258,709  $274,569  $1,793,708  $15,860                           
Total Program/Admin. Expense  $149,043  $154,579  $197,463  $1,466,230  $42,884                          
Total Mission/Outreach Expense $91,846   $95,253   $93,304   $539,668  ($1,948)
Total Expenses    $566,906  $508,540  $565,336  $3,799,606  $56,796 
     
Net Operating Income (Loss)  ($9,499)  $183,955  $137,918  $24,788   $46,037 

This is a summary report of our Unified Budget. The full report is available for download from the UCC website or copies can be picked up or requested from the 
Business Office. If you have questions regarding this report please contact Michelle Ingram, Director of Accounting, at 817.926.6631 or michelle@uccftw.com.

James Alexander Kramer, 
son of Scott & Stephanie Kramer. 

Grandparents are Bob & Katrinka Kramer, 
Libby Royal and Larry & Linda Head. 

Shown with big sister, Hannah.

John Westcott Paterson, 
son of Wes & Glynnis Paterson. 
Grandparents are Cathy Conlin 
and David & Diana Paterson.

Haley Elaine Rucker, daughter of Clark 
& Rebecca Rucker. Grandparents are 
Karen & Dean Rucker and Sue Kolitz. 
Great-grandparent is Elaine Haskell. 

Shown with big sister, Harper.

Baby Dedications

Would you like to schedule a dedication 
for your infant? Dedications take place 
during 11 a.m. worship. Upcoming dates 
are: May 10, June 21 and August 2. The 
baby dedication is a blessing of the child 

and a promise from parents to their child 
to raise them in a Christian home. But, it 
is also the public acknowledgement of a 
covenant with the people of UCC that we 
as a community of faith will surround 
the child with the spirit of Christ as 
they grow in our midst. In order to 
affirm these provisions, parents will 
participate in a Baby Dedication class 

to learn about some of the intricacies 
of a child’s faith journey and about 
how University Christian Church can 
help foster their family and child in the 
process of understanding Christ’s love.  
The next class offered will be on June 14 
at 10 a.m. Please email Susan Henry in 
the Children’s Ministries Office, susan@
uccftw.com for further information.

Baby Dedications
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Congregational 
Meetings

Communications Committee  
Wednesday, April 1, 5:30 p.m., Rm 202

Personnel Committee
Tuesday, April 7, 5:30 p.m., Rm 202

Building & Grounds
Sunday, April 12, 12:15 p.m., Rm 202 

Finance Committee
Tuesday, April 14, 5:30 p.m., Rm 203

Board of Stewards
Tuesday, April 21, 6:30 p.m., Rm 207

Elders Meeting
Tuesday, April 28, 6:30 p.m., Rm 207

All members of the congregation may attend 
congregational meetings with the exception of any 

portion of a meeting held in Executive Session.

Nicaragua Mission Pilgrimage, July 26-August 2

Again this summer a UCC mission pilgrimage group will represent UCC in its 
work with La Mision Cristiana and Project Chacocente. As in previous years, 

the group is recommended for people sixteen years old and older who are willing 
to work hard and have their lives transformed as they learn from and connect 

with the people of Nicaragua. Cost is $1,350. Registration and $150 deposit 
are due by April 20. Contact Cyndy Twedell for further information.  


